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Late last week, contra military chief Enrique Bermudez had reportedly announced that for the first
time he plans to attend peace talks with the Nicaraguan government. The next round of talks is
to begin on May 25, although the site has not yet been determined. In a recorded statement made
available in Managua, Bermudez said that the truce, which has been in effect since March 21,
has benefited government troops by giving them an opportunity to regroup. "They have brought
supplies to their military bases, where before there was very little free access by land, and they
have installed artillery and antiaircraft weapons," Bermudez said. "What do we gain with a truce
that only benefits the Sandinistas?" On May 20, President Daniel Ortega said that his government
would permit a contra delegation in Managua for the peace talks to leave their hotel for meetings
with family members, Roman Catholic bishops, editors of La Prensa, political party leaders and
others. The contras have been insisting that the Sandinistas grant sweeping political concessions,
including changes in the Constitution. They say the regional peace accord signed last August,
known as the Esquipulas accord, requires such changes. Ortega said on May 20 that he disagrees:
"Nowhere does the Esquipulas accord say the Central American presidents have to meet with
opposition groups and give them what they want...It says we should meet with opposition leaders
to hear them out, and that we should then take those steps that we believe would contribute to
strengthening democracy." Ortega announced that in coming days, he will set in motion a legal
process leading to municipal elections. He said he plans to ask the National Assembly to approve
a law under which local councils would be elected for six-year terms in 145 cities and towns. The
councils would then elect mayors. The voting, he said, would probably take place in early 1989.
Ortega said he did not rule out the possibility of a US invasion of Nicaragua in the waning days
of the Reagan administration. "Reagan may think that the way to resolve this problem for the
incoming administration would be to invade Nicaragua once and for all in the hope of wiping out
the revolution," he said. (Basic data from New York Times, 05/22/88)
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